[Emergencies in vascular surgery--a major challenge for the local infrastructure].
Emergencies in vascular surgery are often life-threatening and require a timely and prompt treatment. Little information is available in the literature about which demands must be made for this on the personnel and infrastructural resources of a hospital. All vascular surgical emergency operations of the Surgical University Hospital of Munich - Grosshadern over a period of 2 years were evaluated concerning the emergency category, the leading clinical symptomatology, the genesis, the affected stream area, the intervention time, as well as the need for postoperative intensive medical care. The prevailing procedures were arterial operations (76 %). Ischaemia with 37 % and bleeding with 29 % were the leading clinical symptomatology. Thrombotic events (34 %) showed the most frequent genesis followed by embolism (13 %), stenosis (11 %), aneurysms (10 %) and iatrogenic impairments (10 %). 68 % of the emergencies were treated outside of the daytime working hours. A total of 77 % of the patients needed intensive care treatment or observation after surgery. The spectrum and the frequency of emergencies in vascular surgery make high demands on local infrastructure of the hospital and require a fair number of intensive care beds and an adequate and highly trained staff. Only under these conditions can a high quality of treatment be guaranteed for the sometimes life-threatened patients.